
Eisenhower 

Agonistes 

David’s Path: From Granddaddy Ike to Gotterdammerung—And Beyond 



By Trudi McC. Osborne 



L ike a coin struck with two profiles 
in the reign of a queen and her con- 
sort, Julie Nixon and David Eisen- 
hower, since their marriage in 1968, have 
been presented almost as one personality. 
Dav.d and Julie were names as paired as 
Ferdinand and Isabella, Samson and Deli- 



• Sample: The couple was asked where 
the blame lay for the “predicament” 
(public horror at the tone of the 
transcripts) in which the President then 
found himself. Julie replied, “You begin 
with a break-in — a third- or fourth-rate 
burglary ...” David replied, “The decision 
to release the tapes was the President's, so 
if the transcripts create additional prob- 
lems, to that extent, the predicament is his 



the White House. He has taken two trau- 
matic leaves of it, and the months before 
the last leavetaking were "awful. They left 
a pretty deep scar,” according to his best 
friend. Brooks Harrington, a classmate at 
George Washington University law school. 
David so intimately saw and sensitively 
recorded the torment and toll— perhaps 
not yet perceived in its entirety— that polit- 
ical debacle wreaked on Mr. Nixon, he 
presently is ambivalent about a nnlit.v,! 
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